FORTUNES   OF  PIUS   VIL

have governed the world both of politics and
religion," His dream vanished amid the
snows of Russia ; it dropped with his soldiers*
muskets on that wintry march, and sank in
the ice-drifts of the Beresina.

But he would not let his victim go free*
The Pope lingered at Fontainebleau, half dead
and with enfeebled mind, from June 16, 1812*
until the Emperor suddenly came thither,
on January 18 of next year, to enforce fresh
demands. The beaten man was playing for
desperate stakes. Without help or advice
on which he could rely, the Pope yielded so*
*far as to sign a new Concordat, giving up his
right of institution. The effort almost deprived
him of reason, and on March 24 he withdrew
his signature, extorted thus by sheer violence
after a long imprisonment. It was clear to
all the world that constraint alone had wrung
from the Holy Father a momentary adhesion
to the Emperor's wishes. The Concordat
was published and had force of law, during
the brief period now remaining before Napoleon
himself abdicated under the same roof at
Fontainebleau.

By that date the Pope was taken back
to Savona, which he left again on March
19, 1814, a few days previous to the de-
cision made at Dampierre by the Allies to